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Girls may be called "sluts" for any number of reasons, including being outsiders, early developers,

victims of rape, targets of others' revenge. Often the labels has nothing to do with sex -- the girls

simply do not fit in.Â  An important account of the lives of these young women,Â Slut! weaves

together powerful oral histories of girls and women who finally overcame their sexual labels with a

cogent analysis of the underlying problem of sexual stereotyping.Author Leora Tanenbaum herself

was labeled a slut in high school.Â  The confessional article she wrote for Seventeen about the

experience caused a sensation and led her to write this book.
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Personality

Social work professionals working with adolescents will most likely find themselves facilitating

discussion, designing a program, teaching a class, or providing counseling around the issues of

teen sexuality. Adolescent attitudes about sex, sexual practices and perceived sexual practices;

peer conflict and conformity practices; and teen alienation of "outsiders" are topics which social

workers must be knowledgeable of, and, more importantly, able to discuss with teens: freely,

objectively, and without prejudice.One's own prejudices are called into question immediately upon

picking up Slut! Growing Up Female with a Bad Reputation, by Leora Tanenbaum (2000). The title,

as "in your face" asgraffiti on a bathroom wall, is perfect: to be considered a "slut," with all its

negative sexual connotations, generally has little to do with actual sexual practices, and everything

to do with sexual stereotyping and gender roles. "Slut" is a term that has absolute power only for



girls, never for boys-- it's used not only to condemn and restrict the sexual girl, but to structure the

social realm of girls' adolescence and create insider and outsider status. Additionally, "ho," "slut,"

"freak," "skeeze," and all the other terms used to put down girls by other females and teenage boys

serve to reinforce the paradox of teenage sexuality: sex is everywhere, everyone is doing it, you

should be doing it, did youdo it? Why did you do that!!?? Or: if all the girls around you are "nice

girls", and only a couple of "sluts," then who are all these boys having sex with?
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